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  Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 1 

Rotary Small Meeting Room, First Floor 2 

77 Main Street, Municipal Offices 3 

Minutes of March 5, 2020 4 

Draft 5 

 6 

 Members Present: Todd Desabrais (vice-chair), Angela Landis, Chris Robbins and Lucy Schumer  

Members Absent: Barbara Saunders (Chair), Sarah Peluso and Sam Ostrow   

Staff Present:   Jennifer Murray 

Others Present: Richard Hopkins 

 7 

1. Call to Order-  Todd opened the meeting at 12:05 8 

 9 

2. Approval of Minutes-   10 

Both sets of minutes were tabled 11 

 12 

3. Authorizing Resolution for 2020 Downtown Transportation Fund Grant Application 13 

Jen described the DTF Grant application, which has already been approved by the 14 

Selectboard.  It is for curb and sidewalk replacements in the Downtown core.  Todd asked 15 

what about preparing to bury underground utilities?  Does it make sense to place some 16 

conduit in preparation for pulling cables, particularly over the bridge?  Jen will need to 17 

check with DPW on that.  On a Motion by Lucy, second by Angela, the Planning 18 

Commission authorized the chair to sign the authorizing resolution for the 2020 19 

Downtown Transportation Fund grant application.  Motion passed 4-0. 20 

 21 

4. Presentation by Richard Hopkins, Middlebury Energy Committee 22 

Richard is looking forward to working together on an enhanced energy plan.  Several 23 

towns have done enhanced energy plans, ACRPC can assist when we are ready, and 24 

models are available from other towns.  Richard has collected some background data 25 

from the American Communities Survey (ACS) and Addison County Regional Planning 26 

Commission (ACRPC).  There are data gaps with respect to fuel oil, gas and diesel 27 

consumption in the town.  PC discussed that the data could be collected by approaching 28 

local fuel distributors, of which there are only a half dozen or so.  Richard ended the 29 

presentation with 4 strategies that he felt were key for moving forward.  The core concept 30 

was to convert as much as possible to electric.  Jennifer felt he should look at improving 31 

the capacity of our electrical transmission grid if that was the plan. 32 

 33 

5. Downtown Master Plan – Transportation 34 

Jennifer shared some early information compiled by the consultant team from 35 

Planapalooza input sessions, about Transportation.  The PC looked over a connectivity 36 

map of downtown showing existing and future connections.  They decided future 37 

connections should be shown even if they don’t seem entirely realistic at this time given 38 

knowledge of the easements and permissions required.  Taking a high-level view.  Several 39 

existing paths, sidewalks and other connections were not shown on the map and Jen 40 

made notes for adding them.  The PC also looked at street sections for various parts of 41 



 

 2 

Downtown, in particular Main Street.  The street section prepared by the transportation 42 

consultant showed 13ft travel lanes reduced to 10ft, with a bike lane and tree buffer 43 

added.  The PC agreed that 10ft would be too narrow, but Todd suggested they could add 44 

the bike lane and tree strip on only one side of the road providing some forgiveness on 45 

lane width and the PC agreed.  Emergency vehicles they felt could pass on a narrow street 46 

because people pull over.  Large trucks and AG equipment would have more of a 47 

challenge.  The PC was less concerned than staff about showing a road diet for Main 48 

Street in the final plan.  Agreed that sending large truck traffic out to Rte 7 to loop back 49 

over the Cross Street Bridge if need be, rather than sending it down Main Street, was a 50 

core recommendation for this section.  51 

 52 

6. Adjournment:  Meeting concluded at 1:30 PM. 53 

 54 

Submitted by:  Jennifer Murray  55 


